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ozens of new California Rhone producers emerge each
year, drawn by the adaptability of Rhone grapes to
the state’s diverse winegrowing regions. This report
profiles 10 noteworthy newcomers, an eclectic mix
that includes a former pro football player, restaurateurs, and busi-
ness professionals pursuing second careers. They hail from as far
north as Sonoma, as far south as Santa Barbara, and out to Cala-
veras County in the Sierra Nevada Foothills. Many on this list
have the potential to make it big with Rhone varieties, but may
be hard to find; most are made in small quantities and are best ob-
tained directly from the winery.
Big Basin
Bradley Brown worked as a business developer and marketer in Sili-
con Valley's high-tech industry for 14 years before shifting to wine. In
1998, Brown purchased 150 acres in the Santa Cruz Mountains that
rise above Silicon Valley, developing 10 of them into vineyards with
John Alban as mentor. Brown also sources grapes from sites in the
Santa Lucia Highlands of Monterey County.
91 Syrah Santa Lucia Highlands Fairview Ranch 2005 $45
89 Syrah Santa Cruz Mountains Rattlesnake Rock 2005 $54

220 cases
340 cases

Terry Hoage
Terry Hoage is a former NFL defensive back who played for 13 sea-
sons and six teams. In 2002, Hoage and his wife, Jennifer, bought a
26-acre ranch in Paso Robles, with 18 acres planted to Grenache and
Syrah. At first, they set aside grapes to make a hobby wine, just three
barrels’ worth in 2002. But by the 2005 vintage, they were keeping all
the grapes to themselves and had built their own winery; and in 2007,
they crushed 2,200 cases worth of wine. Their bottling names play on
terms from both wine and football: The Hedge refers to a pruning
technique as well as a feature of the stadium at the University of
Georgia, Hoage’s alma mater, and The 46 is a tribute to the 4-6 de-
fense of Hoage's former coach Buddy Ryan.

92 Syrah Paso Robles The Hedge 2005 45
91 Grenache-Syrah Paso Robles The 46 2005

750 cases
$40 440 cases

Jonata

The team behind Screaming Eagle’s $500 bottles of cult Napa Caber-
net produces Jonata (pronounced ho-NA-ta). Before he purchased
Screaming Eagle in 2006, Charles Banks (a money manager for NBA
players and other athletes) bought a 600-acre property in Santa Bar-
bara County's Santa Ynez Valley. These first wines are from young
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vines planted in 2000, and the future looks promising with wine-
maker Matt Dees and renowned consulting enologist Michel Rolland
in charge of the winemaking.

89 Syrah Santa Ynez Valley La Sangre de Jonata 2005 125
88 El Corazon de Jonata Santa Ynez Valley 2005

700 cases
$85 870 cases

Kaena
Kaena founder Mikael Sigouin, a native Hawaiian, makes Rhéne vari-
etals for his own label and as assistant winemaker at Fess Parker Win-
ery. The Grenache from Kaena, which means “potential for greatness”
in Hawaiian, is the star of his proprietary lineup, but the Hapa (an-
other Hawaiian term, meaning “of mixed descent”) is a delicious
blend of Syrah, Grenache and Mourvédre. Sigouin purchases grapes
solely from Santa Barbara County vineyards.

92 Grenache Santa Ynez Valley 2005 $25
91 Hapa Santa Ynez Valley 2005 934

50 cases
150 cases
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